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The Newsletter of the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club 
Box 3251 Meaford Ontario N4L 1A5 / www.beavervalleybrucetrail.org 

 Spring 

 2020 

                      /   …. continued on page 4 

 

SPECIAL  NOTICE  re 
THE  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING OF  THE  CLUB 

 
Due to Covid-19, the Beaver Valley AGM in 2020 will be a “virtual AGM”.    

We will not meet in person.  
 

Rather, materials will be sent to each member, about a week ahead of time, via email (or where necessary, by alternative 
means).  Members will be asked to: 

          *     review the materials,  

          *     send comments and motions, if they have them, to bvrvly.events@gmail.com, and  

          *     register their votes electronically (or, where necessary, by other means) on the items which require a decision. 

 

June 11, 2020, will be the deadline for submitting your vote on the business items. 

Your Board very much regrets this, but given the advance time needed to prepare for a virtual meeting, and the uncertainty 
around the progress of the pandemic, a quick decision was needed in order to preserve the required processes.  

Thank you for your understanding and help! 

If you are on email but did not recently receive an email from us about this, please contact:  bvrvly.events@gmail.com 

In the last issue of Beaver Tales, I wrote about the ‘two scarps’ of the Beaver Valley.  We’ve usually been presented with a model of the 

Niagara Escarpment as one high cliff extending from Niagara Falls to Tobermory, and from the huge outcrops of Amabel Dolostone that 

make the big cliffs down through the geological layers to the soft, easily erodible, reddish Queenston Shale, all from 420-450 million 

years ago.  This is what you see, for example, at the well-known cliffs of Old Baldy above the village of Kimberley.  And this is in fact 

what much of the Niagara Escarpment looks like, both further south and further north. 

But the fact is that the escarpment here in the Beaver Valley, and through Owen Sound to Wiarton, is far more complex than that.  The 

trail wanders here and there trying to find those high bedrock outcrops, but also takes detours, heads down valleys and, in at least one 

area, takes us a long way from any Amabel Dolostone cliffs! 

Benches, Steps and Islands:  Manitoulin Dolostone in the Beaver Valley Landscape 

by Stew Hilts 
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Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club 

Officers and Support Volunteers 
To contact the Club, or any of its Officers or Support Volunteers personally, please write to:  

info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org 
and your inquiry will be directed to the right person. 

Directors 

President   Jill Smith-Brodie  Land Stewardship  Mike Osborne  

Vice-President  Vacant Communication & Pub-
licity 

Margaret  
Yaraskavitch 

Past President Ros Rossetti  Volunteers & Member-
ship 

Kelly Killoran

  
Trail Activities  Glenda Collings Special Events Nadia Dubyk  

Treasurer Mike Arkless BTC-Club Liaison Bruce King 

Secretary Ruth Plant Director at Large Alison Carey 

Trail Development 
& Maintenance 

Bob Hann Director at Large Alan McPherson 

Information Services Mike Osborn  Director at Large Joan Nuffield 

      

Support Volunteers 

Newsletter Editor Joan Nuffield  Webmaster Irena Marinko 

Chainsaw Crew Leader 

  
Blain Horsley Archivist Support  Fred Young 

Motorized Grass Cutting 
Crew Leader 

Peter Bryce Land Securement Secre-
tariat Representative 

Jill Smith-Brodie 

Advertising Revenues Steve Griffiths Invasive Species  
Managers 

Bob Hann and 
Joan Nuffield 

Emergency contact:  For trees down on the Trail, etc., please contact Blain Horsley at info 
@beavervalleybrucetrail.org.   For assistance  with grass cutting on a section of Trail that is 
accessible by a rider-mower,  contact Peter Bryce, and to report any other problem with Trail 
maintenance, please contact Bob Hann at info @beavervalleybrucetrail.org.  

Volunteers :   Like many volunteer organizations, the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club is always looking for interested people to serve on the 

Board, on the Trail, or in other capacities.  If you would like to help out, please contact Kelly Killoran at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 

Newsletter Submissions :   Are you a hiking addict, a local history buff, a budding auteur, an amateur geologist or naturalist?  We would 

love to print any articles, photos or stories that you send us.  Deadline for submissions, Fall Issue: August 15, 2019.  Send to Editor of “Beaver 
Tales” at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 

Get “Beaver Tales” – Electronically:   In order for us to save trees and cut our “Beaver Tales” newsletter costs, we are asking mem-

bers to sign up for it electronically.  Please notify the Editor, or BTC’s Lyndsey Wilkerson at info@brucetrail.org, if you want to switch to receiving 
the Newsletter electronically, and she will send you a link to each new issue as it comes out.  Thanks! 

Advertising in “Beaver Tales” :  Ad rates for one year (3 issues):  Business card size $60;  ¼ page $120; ½ page $180. Contact Steve 

Griffiths for advertising information at info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org. 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC):   Box 857, Hamilton, L8N 3N9  /  800-665-4453 / 905-529-6821 / Fax  905-529-6832 / 

www.brucetrail.org / info@brucetrail.org.  MISSION STATEMENT:  Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever. 

 

Special Notice  

Hiking on the Bruce Trail 

The Bruce Trail Conservan-
cy has requested that, for 
the safety of all, hikers 
postpone any outings that 
they had planned on the 
Bruce Trail.   

The Bruce Trail passes 
through land owned by 
many public and private 
landowners along the Niag-
ara Escarpment.   

Now, many parks, conser-
vation areas, municipalities 
and other landowners 
along the Bruce Trail have 
made the difficult decision 
to close their facilities and 
access to trails, to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19.   

In these areas, hikers can 
and should consider the 
Bruce Trail closed. 

For the latest on closures 
or changes to access, 
please visit the websites or 
social media accounts of 
these organizations direct-
ly.   

Trail Closures are also indi-
cated in the Bruce Trail 
App. 

“The Cuckoo [Beaver] Valley was indeed a wonderful place for wild life, and is still a chosen home for the fragment that 
is left to us of our fast-disappearing wild things.  It is encouraging to know that Euphrasia’s Deputy Reeve for 1928 … 

has suggested that the Cuckoo Valley be made a sanctuary for all desirable wild life.”        

                                                                                                  E.L. Marsh, A History of Grey County (Fleming Publishing: 1931)  

mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@beavervalleybrucetrail.org
mailto:info@brucetrail.org
https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/maps/the-bruce-trail-app
https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/maps/the-bruce-trail-app
https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/maps/the-bruce-trail-app
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President’s Message – Spring 2020 

by Jill Smith-Brodie 

This is a revised version of my original Spring Message. Things are rapidly changing 
in our world. We must all be ready to adapt quickly and think outside the box.  
With Club activities on hold, the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club Board of Directors is 
engaged in actions necessary to the ongoing operation of the Club.  The Club’s Bea-
ver Bytes and social media sites will continue to message any changes.  

This winter flew by for me. I promised myself that I would hike more and explore new 
areas, and it worked: spring is in the air and I don’t know where the time went.  The 
most memorable hike was the February moonlight hike of the Hoggs Falls Loop Trails. 
The moon was so bright it was like having a spotlight on us. The shadows were the 
blackest I had ever seen.  It was truly magical.  Thank you for leading that wonderful 
experience, Glenda. 

This winter, the Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club, the Beaver Valley Ski Club and the 
Friends of the Kimberley Forest partnered to reroute an existing side trail and map 

out a new side trail. Under the leadership of our trail development and maintenance team adventurous volunteers spent some wonderful 
days snowshoeing and flagging the reroute for the the Valley Crossover Side Trail and flagging the new Kimberley Forest Side Trail. These 
new trails will offer some interesting new loops and give hikers a winter by-pass through the Beaver Valley Ski Club.  

For those of you not familiar with the Kimberley Forest, let me orient you.  The main Bruce Trail has meandered through these lands for 
decades.  We access it at the northern boundary of the Beaver Valley Ski Club and we exit at Sideroad 7A.  The Wodehouse Karst Side Trail 
is part of these lands, as is the BTC’s Kimberley Springs property.  The Kimberley Forest covers almost 1,000 acres of public land in the 
beautiful Beaver Valley.  It is bounded by the Beaver Valley Ski Club to the south, Sideroad 7A to the north, Grey Road 30 to the east and 
the 7th Line to the west.  It is comprised of lands owned by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, The Bruce Trail Conservancy, 
Grey Sauble Conservation and the Municipality of Grey Highlands.  The Friends of the Kimberley Forest, a local community group of which I 
am member, have been working with the local stakeholders for six years to preserve and restore the environment while developing the 
educational and recreational opportunities of these lands.  

The ultimate resource for the Bruce Trail, the Bruce Trail Reference Guide, is updated every two years.  The guide includes historical and 
geological information as well as 42 topographic maps covering the Bruce Trail from Niagara to Tobermory, all in a six-ring binder.  Edition 
30 is in the works and will be launched in May 2020. 

The Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club will hold a virtual AGM this year. By June 11th we will be asking our members to cast votes online regard-
ing the minutes of our 2019 AGM, the Treasurer’s Report and the list of candidates standing for the 2020-2021 BVBTC Board of Directors. 
The complete BVBTC voting package will arrive a week before the voting deadline, and you can cast your vote electronically anytime during 
that week. 

In the meantime, should you wish to nominate a member for a Board position, forward the details before May 8th to: 
bvrvly.events@gmail.com    

In these uncertain times nothing is for sure, so we are also revisiting the October 16-18, 2020 plans for the BTC AGM, which the Beaver 
Valley Club is scheduled to host.  

“The earth laughs in flowers.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 

May the flowers of spring bring you some joy in these uncertain times.  

Jill 

 

mailto:bvrvly.events@gmail.com
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Manitoulin Dolostone in the Beaver Valley / … continued from page 1 

The Manitoulin Dolostone is a middle layer in the se-

quence of geological layers that make up the escarpment, 

but hard and dominant enough to form a second small cliff 

in a few places here in the Valley.  It is also the layer that 

most of our smaller waterfalls fall over.  These were the 

topics of my last article.  But the pattern which Manitoulin 

Dolostone makes in the broader landscape is one of steps, 

benches and islands.  Let me try to explain and give you 

some examples. 

First, take a close look at this geological layer, shown right, 

on a boulder near Webwood Falls.  The Manitoulin for-

mation was formed in a vast delta, spreading out in thin 

flat layers, very different from the large blocky chunks that 

make up the huge Amabel formation cliffs, which are a 

remnant of ancient coral reefs.  You can see those thin, 

flat layers of rock very clearly here. 

 

Manitoulin Dolostone 

This ‘bench’ can be from a short dis-

tance to several kilometres long, some-

times creating a second small scarp, as 

shown in the diagram left.  Usually in 

this case, though, the Manitoulin for-

mation is completely mantled in glacial 

debris and doesn’t show up at all. 

 

Diagram of Manitoulin ‘Bench’ 

 

/   …. continued on page  5 

 

Corrections Corner!  –   Foraging on CA Properties is Prohibited 

In the Spring of 2018, we printed an article about foraging.  Now, in a stunningly up-to-the-minute effort to correct and 

clarify  the  record,  “Beaver  Tales” must set the record straight:  while foraging  is indeed legal on some public property 

(and Ontario has a LOT of that), foraging is forbidden in all areas  managed by Ontario’s Conservation  Authorities  (CAs).   

Section 4(1)(c) Regulation 107/90 of the Conservation Authorities Act states, "No person shall, in the conservation area, ...

(c) cut, remove, injure or destroy a plan, tree, shrub, flower or other growing thing".  (This section of the Regulation states 

that for certain things, such as hunting animals, permits may be issued by the CA;  but there is no mention of plant removal 

under permissible uses.)     So please leave those wild leeks in peace!                       

“Reporting it as it happens.”  —Ed. 
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Manitoulin Dolostone Benches / … continued from page 4 

 

 

 

Sly Creek 

The area extending from Mill Creek to Pinnacle Rock (about 

29.4 – 30.9 kms.) is a second good example of such a Manitou-

lin ‘bench’.  After dropping down into the valley west of 

Metcalf Rock and across Mill Creek, the trail rises sharply up to 

this layer of Manitoulin Dolostone which forms the upper rim 

of the valley on the west side.  Mill Creek has eroded the valley 

down into the Queenston Shale, the lowest and softest layer of 

the Niagara Escarpment, but the Manitoulin formation defines 

the upper edge of the valley very clearly.  Stepping out above 

the valley you are on what geologists would call the ‘bench’, a 

wide, relatively flat area that in this case runs all the way for 

1.5 kms. to Pinnacle Rock.  There you climb up another big step 

onto the higher dolostone cliffs.    

The Sly Fowerpot 

The first good example of a Manitoulin ‘bench’ I’d suggest that you see is on the 

Sly property, extending south from Sideroad 18/19 to the valley of Indian Brook, 

from km. 11.3 to about km. 12.5 .  As you head south from the sideroad on this 

property, you are walking on top of the ancient coral reef for a short distance, 

but you drop down quickly over a typical escarpment outcrop.  For the next 1.1 

kms. you are walking on the relatively flat Manitoulin ‘bench’ or a giant wide 

‘step’ before you come to the rim of the southern branch of Indian Brook.  You 

may have already crossed the north branch of Indian Brook at km. 8.7 if you 

started your hike further north. 

The upper edge of this valley is created by the Manitoulin Formation, and 

the Trail follows close to its flat edge.  Along the rim of this valley you’ll 

step over a small stream and tiny waterfall which exhibit the typical thin 

flat layers of this formation, and later you’ll come to the famous Sly 

‘flowerpot’ right beside the trail.  Then the trail drops sharply down to the 

creek cutting across the very steep slope of the ravine. 

 

The West Side of Mill Creek Valley 
   /   …. continued on page 8 
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Protect Yourself from Ticks! 

Ticks carry Lyme Disease, which cripples and kills.   We hope that not too many people need a 

warning any more not to walk in shorts, a t-shirt and sandals when they are out and about in 

our beautiful Valley!  But to sum up:       

•Avoid tall grass. 

•Wear long pants.  Light colours are better.  Tuck your shirt into your pants, and pull your socks 

up over your pant legs. 

•Bug spray containing DEET or Icaridin repels ticks. 

•Immediately after coming in from long grass, shower and check yourself for ticks (or ask for 

help from someone special with the inspection process!).  If you find an attached tick, remove it 

with tweezers or a tick remover (available from MEC).   Put it in a sealable (ziplock) bag, and 

take it with you to the clinic.  They will send it away for analysis. 

•Time is of the essence: If a tick has been attached to your skin for more than 24 hours, go to a 

clinic.   

•Laundry tips:  Throw your hiking clothes in the washer and wash with water temperature ≥54°

C, or place clothing directly in a dryer and dry for a minimum of 6 min on high heat. Ticks can 

survive cold water washes and washes with water temperatures < 54°C. 

•Ticks carry other fun diseases, too, which may transmit even more quickly than does Lyme 

disease! 

For more information, go to: https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Your-Environment/

Vector-borne-Diseases/Ticks 
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Manitoulin Boulder beside the Trail 

 

Manitoulin Benches and Islands in the Beaver Valley / … continued from page 5 

Along the way, you’ll pass more examples of this formation as you get close to the valley of the small stream and waterfall just be-

fore the Trail heads uphill.  The waterfall itself is falling over the thin layers of the Manitoulin Formation.  And as you’ll see, Pinnacle 

Rock is a very different rock formation.  By the time you’ve reached Pinnacle rock, you’ve left the Manitoulin Dolostone layer far 

below you: 

 

 

  vs. 

Pinnacle Rock 

In a few locations the Manitoulin Dolostone actually forms a separate ‘island’ of bedrock.  The outstanding example of this on the 

Bruce Trail is the Loree Forest plateau.  Here the valley of Indian Brook helps cut off the Manitoulin Formation ‘island’ from the main 

escarpment, which is nearly 2 km. further south.  As you rise to the southeast corner of the plateau at km. 4.2, the thin layers of this 

formation are easily visible right on the trail as soon as you leave the creek below. 

 

Once you’re up into Loree Forest, the Trail is almost flat all the 

way around to the west side.  If you were to drop over the 

edge, particularly on the east side, you’d be looking up at a 

short Manitoulin Formation cliff.  When you get to the north 

end of Loree Forest, overlooking Georgian Bay at The Peaks 

Ski Club, you’re a long way from any exposed Amabel cliffs, 

the nearest of which are about 6.5 km. southeast at Scenic 

Caves.   

Looking up from below the Loree Forest plateau, we see what 

we know as ‘Blue Mountain’, which we often refer to mistak-

enly as the highest point on the Niagara Escarpment.  It is ac-

tually a truncated outlier of the Niagara Escarpment capped 

not by the Amabel cliffs but by the shorter Manitoulin cliff.  

KEITH SOLOMON AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE CLOSING! 

There must be someone you would like to embarrass by nominating them for the 2020 Keith Solomon Award. 

The award goes to an individual or group who has made a significant contribution to the improvement or preservation of the 
Bruce Trail in the Beaver Valley.  The BVBTC is accepting nominations until May 10, 2020 for candidates to receive our highest 
award. Send your nomination to Kelly Killoran at killoran.kel@gmail.com.  Please add a brief supporting statement for your 
chosen candidate. 

http://batchemail.factore.ca/ls/click?upn=LP-2FsNz5ngK9cwK0M3iJoTcWZMj-2F3egjABQ1jzxt2NjWUHVa1Cxf1LUVLEhO5GZLVt1CH_fxC9MSK5cgIUpnk6rGjQCbEDYeFGZ3CeyCH5oH8Kmph3YbS4qH5bMmxxGOHFSP-2FsQJhD9TZL5ULuf8a5s1Fc-2BNOhXlIKmnyucu5nwd2xBcrEtCnrRsV9etduepxjx6-2B84MM98pFa-2
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Manitoulin Benches and Islands in the Beaver Valley / … continued from page 8 

The highest point of the Niagara Escarpment is actually at Scenic Caves.  So for the entire stretch of the Bruce Trail after you leave 

the Scenic Caves until you reach the southwest corner of the Loree Forest at km. 7.6, you’re walking on the flat Manitoulin Dolo-

stone.  

You can see how flat the top of Blue Mountain is from the picture above, taken at Collingwood’s Millennium Park.  This is entirely a 

plateau of Manitoulin Dolostone, and the Bruce Trail follows the top edge of this bedrock island all the way from left to right.  Con-

veniently, the Queenston Shale, the next layer down, erodes into nice long gentle slopes that make for ideal skiing. 

Hewitt, in the standard geology report on The Niagara Escarpment (1971), refers to the caprock of Amabel Dolostone being 

‘stripped’ off the top of this area by glaciers, leaving only the lower Manitoulin Formation as the caprock here.  Personally I have 

trouble with this explanation, as there is no reason to expect that the outer edge of these two formations would be spatially coinci-

dent anyway.  An ancient coral reef could easily end at any point, leaving lower layers to extend further. 

In any case, there are three other ‘islands’ of Manitoulin Dolostone over to the west, in the former St. Vincent and Sydenham Town-

ships, including both Coffin Hill and Silcote Hill.  As well almost the entire army base, the former tank range is an island of Manitou-

lin Dolostone.  You can see this clearly driving along Highway 26 west of Meaford, where it shows up as a wide flat hill to the north, 

quite separate from the Bayview Escarpment to the west, much like the picture of Blue Mountain above.   

Furthermore, the reason that you encounter the big hills on Grey Road 7, the 7th Line and Grey Road 12 as you drive down from 

Meaford to hike the trail further south is that this entire area is underlain by Manitoulin Dolostone, although it doesn ’t break the 

surface.  Scotch Mountain, Minniehill and the Bayview Quarry hill are all formed by this underlying bedrock. 

So the entire Niagara Escarpment is far from a single line of cliffs through the Beaver Valley.  It is a wandering group of different 

bedrock outcrops of both Amabel and Manitoulin Dolostone, sometimes quite separate from each other, that underlie this entire 

length of the Bruce Trail.  The variety should make it interesting!  Don’t forget those smaller waterfalls either, where you can see 

this layer exposed, immediately above the reddish or bluish Queenston Shale.  I hope you understand the rocks under your feet in 

the Beaver Valley a little better now! 

Stew 

Blue Mountain 

WORTH REPEATING 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy has requested that, for the safety of all, hikers postpone any outings that they had planned 
on the Bruce Trail.   

The Bruce Trail passes through land owned by many public and private landowners along the Niagara Escarpment.   

Now, many parks, conservation areas, municipalities and other landowners along the Bruce Trail have made the difficult 
decision to close their facilities and access to trails, to reduce the spread of COVID-19.   

In these areas, hikers can and should consider the Bruce Trail closed. 

For the latest on closures or changes to access, please visit the websites or social media accounts of these organizations 
directly.   

Trail Closures are also indicated in the Bruce Trail App. 

https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/maps/the-bruce-trail-app
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Spring Ephemerals Along the Bruce Trail 

by Barbara Palmer 

Take an early spring hike through a deciduous forest of sugar maple and beech and you may spot some spring ephemerals – peren-
nials that emerge quickly and die back after they have produced seed. These spring beauties flower before the leaves of the forest 
giants come out and block the sunlight from reaching the forest floor. 

Several of our earliest flowers seen in these parts are predominately white: bloodroot, hepatica, squirrel corn and dutchman ’s 
breeches. These wildflowers will be followed by our ubiquitous violet species, yellow trout lilies, our familiar trilliums and jack-in-
the-pulpits, and less noticeable species, like toothwort.  

Bloodroot 

Bloodroot (Sanguinaria Canadensis) has 8-16 white 
petals on a solitary stem.  It has one deeply lobed 
and veined leaf, which unfurls around the flower 
stalk, protecting the blossom from cool tempera-
tures. The common name comes from the root that 
produces a red sap if it is cut. Indigenous people 
used bloodroot to make a dye.  Look for bloodroot 
growing in a patch – I have never found a solitary 
flower. 

The most commonly seen hepatica or liverwort is 
sharp-lobed hepatica (Anemone acutiloba), which is 
identified by its pointed leaf tips.  Sharp-lobed hepati-
ca is a spring delight with white, pink, bluish or mauve 
flowers on a fuzzy stem. The leaves are deeply lobed 
into three (like a liver, and thus the common name 
derived from Latin) and persist from one year to the 
next. Hepatica may have 5-12 “petals,” which are tech-
nically sepals. 

Anemone acutiloba 

 
 

 

    / … continued on page  11 
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Squirrel corn (Dicentra Canadensis) and Dutchman’s breeches (Dicentra cucullaria) are sometimes confused, but a closer look will 

reveal their true identity. They are both in the poppy family (as is bloodroot) and their leaves are very similar. Both plants have 

highly divided compound leaves, which give them a delicate, “ferny” look.  

Spring Ephemerals    … continued 

 

 

However, squirrel corn’s leaves are more finely divided and have a bluish-green hue, while Dutchman’s breeches’ leaves are 

brighter green. The flowers are what really set them apart: Dutchman’s breeches look like little inverted pantaloons-basically V-

shaped – daintily suspended on an arching stem.  Squirrel corn’s flowers are heart-shaped and are said to be fragrant.  In my expe-

rience, squirrel corn blooms slightly later than Dutchman’s breeches, but it is possible to find them growing side by side, blooming 

at the same time. Squirrel corn is so named because the tubers resemble kernels of corn.  

Look for these lovely, native wildflowers on your spring walks this year and enjoy their fleeting beauty. 

Barbara Palmer 

Squirrel corn Dutchman’s breeches 
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Provincial Parks and Conservation Authorities  

 

Beaver Valley and Area 

  

 

 

  

 

…these are pictures 
of ticks.   

Just in case you 
skipped over the 
fun message about 
ticks on page  6. 

… and now that we are all freaked out anyway ... 

For updated information go to: http://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/hiking.html#covid-closure  

http://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/hiking.html#covid-closure
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 Report from the Director of Trail  
Development and Maintenance (TD&M) 

 
So … what have we done lately? 
 
Planning and Admin:  Finally, there was enough of a break in 
outside trail work over the winter that we could get our consid-
erable planning and administrative work up to date.  Maps and 
lists were updated, systems were set up to share them online 
with trail workers, equipment was updated, and we identified 
and prioritized the work to be done once the snow leaves. 

 
Grey County Cycling and Trails Master Plan:  Jill and reps from 
TD&M participated in a number of consultations for this im-
portant document, which is intended to provide the overall poli-
cy framework for trails in the County.  The draft final Plan re-
cently appeared and, although its main focus was on cycling, 
there were a number of areas in the report in which we felt 
modifications were needed to support and protect the special 
objectives and nature of wilderness trails such as ours. Fortu-
nately, we had established very good working relationship with 
County officials and they and their consultants readily agreed to 
work with us to improve the Master Plan.  BVBTC led the prepa-
ration and submission of more detailed response in conjunction 
with reps from the Sydenham and Blue Mountains Clubs and 
the director of Trails for the BTC.  That response reiterated our 
very serious concerns. We will keep you posted. 

 
New Versions of the “Guide” and the Beaver Valley Ski Club Ski 
Season Alternative Route A new version of the Bruce Trail Ref-
erence is currently being prepared.  This year the BTC staff 
offered an opportunity to the local Clubs to help—which we did.  
One of the unexpected results was that I, for one, discovered a 
number of things about our own trails, one of which was that 
there had for some time been a closure in the main trail 
through the Beaver Valley Ski Club during the winter season—
but unlike in other Clubs, we had not provided hikers with an 
alternative route.   This just could not be allowed to continue!  
The result was a totally unexpected, but very successful series 
of enjoyable work parties that resulted in: 
 
•  A permanent reroute of the western end of the Valley Crosso-
ver Trail to meet the main trail south of the ski hills;  
•  Creation of a brand new side trail, the Kimberley Forest Side 
Trail (see Jill’s message in this issue); and  
•  A solved problem.  The Kimberley Forest side trail provides a 
link between the Valley Crossover Trail (at the road intersection 
southwest of the main BVSC club house) and the main trail a 
fair distance to the northwest.  Not only does this complete a 
ski season alternative route, but the possibility of a whole set of 
new loop hikes in the area.  
 
… and what to expect?  
 
In this extraordinary time, dominated by concerns about Covid-
19, it seems that what we may most expect is the unexpected!   
 
Individual landowners, as well as parks and conservation au-
thorities and our own BTC, have asked hikers to stay away, and 
that is now the dominant factor in the planning process.   
 
When things return to our “new normal”, we hope to tackle a 
full slate of major trail reroutes, bridge and boardwalk construc-
tion, and the usual intensive trail maintenance activities.  In the 
meantime, be well. 
 
Bob 
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